PRIMO  DE  RIVERA
To combat the opposition which he felt growing
stronger every day, the dictator fell into one of the greatest
errors a modern politician can commit, namely red
tape-ism and centralization. It was simply suicidal.
Primo de Rivera, who had reckoned to put down
separatism by abolishing provincial liberties, intensified
it by denying the provinces the traditional autonomy
which they demanded. He failed to act on that formula,
apart from which there will never be domestic peace for
Spain, namely a strong central government with a
number of autonomous provinces about it.
This dearth of ideas, of principles, of teaching and of
a political programme made it impossible for the dictator
to stand up to the coalition which was taking shape
against him. Some obscure tale of trouble about a petrol
monopoly furnished his adversaries with a casus belli
against him and his entourage. The agitation was started,
the hunt was up and the hounds were in full cry at the
heels of the dictator.
In the end, Primo di Rivera was undone by the
machinations of his own people. The aristocracy dealt
him the final blows. The Grandees, the King's entourage,
the Court, all clamoured for his dismissal. They only
saw his faults and were too ready to forget that in all
probability they owed their lives to him.
In January, 1930, Primo left Spain for Paris, where he
died suddenly two months later.
From a collaboration of the Grown and the Dictator-
ship, Spain might have witnessed the birth of a new order.
Alfonzo XIII had never been wholeheartedly with the
General. He now gave him up, to go back to the old
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